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TREASURER’S REPORT,
Jeremiah Blake, Treasurer

of the town of Loudon, in

account with said town, for the year ending March
1874.
Dr.
To cash received of selectmen,
66
collector of 1868,
6
co
ES TOs
‘pole,
eae ad oh bdle
ce
outa <i Ba

Amount Dr.

1,

$34,292
245
280
50
5,425

91
50
51
00
00

$40,293 92

Cr:

By cash paid out by order of selectmen on outstanding
notes, and interest on same.

Paid—J. F. French, amount 3 notes, ©
K. J. French, amount 3 notes,
|
B. H. Kenney, guardian, am’t 2 notes,

B..H. Kenney, amount of note,

$407 00
387 85
2,233 01

110 98

C. H. Walker, amount of 5 notes,
152,06
Geo. W. Fletcher, amount of note,
105 06
J. P. Stinchfield, amount of note,
te25 65
G. Osborn, endorsed,
100 00
B. Cate, am’t of note of John Fernald,
532 04
G. Osborn, amount of note,
10 93
Order of A. P. French, amount of note,
600 85

Sarah A. Clough, error of interest,
John Yurann, endorsed,
Order of J. Blake, amount of note,
Jeremiah Clough, 2d, amount 3.notes,

9 20
110 00
455 28
2,355 36

4
Paid—S. R. Bunker, amount of note,

114 70

A. B. Taylor,

cE

J. D. Osgood,

se

225 39

J.J. M. Tenney,

‘“

202 50

Iva Bachelder,
Abigail Rollins,

ge
:

254 85
51 53
221 96

‘ E. A. Rollins,

997 08

és

Joel S. Ordway, endorsed,

50 00

J. C. Meserve, amount due on bond,
G. Osborn, amount of note,

avis AG Maaroent,.

100 00
213 06

2.66

243 00

Abigail French,
v
Jeremiah Lane, endorsed,
Ex’r of Susan Davis, amount of note,
Wm. Maxfield,
66
M. J. Kimball,
66
C. E. Parker,
66
J. Parker,
‘¢ Anotes,
L. A. Proctor, guardian, am’t of note,

oboe
81 82
O12 ike
249 50
586 41
120 14
1,061 64
159 61

S. Caverly,

a

2,719 31

S. Huckins,
S. C. Carter, order,
D. S. Melvin,

Ge
6s
66

1,308 31
210 00
576 89

For interest received on coupons,

ODS

Isaac D. Clough, amount of note,

~

656 06

J. L. Wiggin, amount of 3 notes,
J. 5. Ordway, endorsed,

438 72
46 00

B. Cate, guardian, endorsed,

250 00

M. E. Heath, amount of note,
Susan Norris,
6s

pe

S. P. Calef,
‘¢ 3 notes,
J. Kenney,
‘* 4 notes,
Agent D. Fernald estate, endorsed,
M. L. Jones, amount of note,
B. F. Maxfield, amount of 5 notes,
M. H. French, amount of 4 notes,
J. S. Maxfield, amount of note,

439
1,172
174
517
869
500
186

KE. J. French, amount of 2 notes,
J. F. French, amount of note,

1.

a es
541 13

72
00
00
33
11
00
86

786 Bo
424 00

$31,579 28

5
Pauper Bills.
Paid for support of Mahala Durgin,
Charles H. Prescott,
Fanny Tilton,
Rachel Drew and child,
Avery family,
Fred. Brown,

Josephine Ordway,
Lovinia Sperlin,
Aid to John Sargent,
|
Aid to Nathan Drew,
Aid to Amos C. Bennett,
Aid to Ezekiel Danforth,

_ Support of Betsey Sanborn,
Coffin, for Pettingill child,

Transient paupers,
Aid to other poor persons,
W.S.

Collins, medical services for poor,

Service of teams and expense of the same
on pauper business,
Services and expenses of overseers of the
poor,
School books for indigent children,

$78 00
130 00
32 00
24°48
29 85
52 00
40 00
47 00
21 63
Bnd
20 75
3 75
105 00
5 00
6 50
31 50
35 25
23 00
64 50
5 00

$808 18

Hapense of Highways and Bridges.
Paid—W. K. Holt, for bridge plank furnished
mm 1372,

Jeremiah

Clough, 2d, bridge plank fur-

nished in 1872,

Tra Osgood, labor on highway,
M.
J.
N.
R.
O.
C.
J.

E. Stevens,
6
L. Buswell,
6
Marden,
6s
H. Jones, bridge plank,
Maxfield, labor on bridge,
D. Marston,
6
F. Nelson,
ce

J. McKerley,
L. F. Sleeper,

ae
ie

N. D. Clough,

6

6
Paid—J. Brown, labor on bridge,
S. Neal, for cash paid for materials and

-

8 00

labor for Wales bridge,
S. Neal, labor employed on village bridge,
9. Neal, labor of J. C. Smith, and spikes

13 77
6 00

for bridge,

1 80

A. L. Brown, for labor on bridge,

14 00

J. R. Dimond, lumber and labor for bridge,
N. C. Clough, labor on bridge,

4 48
5 00

5. Weeks, plank and stringer for bridge,
A. H. Bachelder, plank and timber for
bridges,
R. H. Jones, damage to wagon,
N. D. Clough, damage to plow,

9 30
113 27
1 00
2 25

Jeremiah Clough, 2d, bridge plank,

Ae

Copp Brothers, bridge plank and stringer,
N. Lovering, labor and stone for protection of highway,
S. Neal, labor on bridges,
|
A. G. Moore, bridge plank iin 1872,
Stes Sanborn, au “bridge plank,
D. P. Tucker, labor on highway,
R. P. Maxfield, bridge plank and labor,
N. C. Clough, labor on highway,
S. Neal, labor on highway,
J. Blake, labor on highway,

8 37
10 00
27 50
216
7 50
4 00
2 25
10 25
9 98
4 20

$361 42

Miscellaneous Accounts.
Paid—State Tax for 18738,

County tax,

School districts, amount school money,

$2,496 00

1,383 59

1,697 12

Interest of school fund,

BOT

Town reports of 1872,

48 00

J. Blake, balance of account,

11 00

J. Clough,

services as Moderator Nov.

1872, and March, i873.
|
Auditors of 1872, accounts,
N. Lovering, lumber and labor at cemetery,

S. Moore, for stone post for cemetery,
A. P. Cate, iron work for cemetery,

4 00
6 00.
29 00

3 00
5 20

7
Paid—J. McKerley, labor on cemetery,

.

D. P. Tucker, labor on cemetery,
S. Neal, labor on cemetery,

°

_ J. F. Nelson, painting cemetery fence,
S. Neal, for iron bolts for cemetery,
S. Neal, for lock far cemetery,
Bachelder

Brothers,

nails, screws,

&c.,

for cemetery,
D. Wheeler, chestnut lumber for cemetery,
J. Brown, abatement of tax on cow,

3 60
12 00//) 0 0 _

W. B. Powell, care of town house,

4
12
2
35
75
6

00
63
00
00
00
50

9
145
178
8
‘J. Wheeler, non-resident highway tax,
7
H. J.°Osgood, non-resident highway tax,
40
W. W. Cate, services as S. S. committee,
M. E. Stevens, services as S. S. committee,
2
Railroad yvare,
5

00
50
33
00
00
00
00
20

Blank books and stationery,
H. W. Colman, repairs on town house,

A. H. Clough, services town clerk,
Town treasurer. services,
Returns of births and deaths,
O. P. Hamblett, J. Bachelder, and W. B.

Maynard, for public water tubs,

T. W. Center, fees for collector for 1868,
S. Neal, fees for collector for 1870,

Mrs. W. C. Clough, board of selectmen,

16 00

O. Hines, housing derrick,
Services and expenses of teams on town
business,
Services and expenses of selectmen,

150
67 75

296 00

$6,762 84

Summary of Treasurer's Account.
Whole amount received,
Paid—On notes and interest,
Pauper account, . —

$31,579 28
808 18

Highways and bridges,

361 42

Miscellaneous accounts,

6,762 84

=

$40,293.92
me

$39,511 72

$782 20
Balance in hands of treasurer,
JEREMIAH BLAKE, Town Treagurer.

SELECTMEN’S REPORT.
Selectmen of Loudon

in account

with said town, for the

year ending March 1, 1874.
DR,

To cash hired of J. F. French,

}

$400 00

E. J. French,
H. B. French,

400 00
110 00

B..H. Kenney,.
B. H. Kenney, guardian,

650 00
2,000 00

S. M. Brooks,
L. P. Fletcher,

100 00
200 00

675
50
177
300

G. W. Fletcher,
M. E. Clough,
eo. French!
A. B.S argent,
DA, Blake:
J. L. Wiggin,
B. F. Neal,
B. Cate, guardian,
Wek ripe

|

450 00
220 00

200 00

J. Clough, 2d,
Des: Sargent,
J. Blake,
N. D. Clough,

G. W. Fletcher,
M. A. Sargent,
D. J. French,
W. Maxfield,
O. Maxfield,
Gri: Parker
J. Parker,
H. D. Tilton

100 00
100 00

oe

J. J. M. Tenney,

J. D. Osgood,
EK. J. French,
Ira Bachelder,
H. F. Fletcher,

00
00
06
00

.

2,500
120
100
300

00
00
00
00

325
350
250
50
300
300
680
1,650
600
660
1,260
210

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

9
To cash hired of E. S. Wales,

400 00

W. P. Osgood,

100 00

W. H. Sanborn,
W. H. Sanborn,
S. Huckins,
I. S. French,
S. M. Brooks,

1,000
50
1,300
200
100

A. M. Clough,
John L. Wiggin,

— 50 00
450 00

Samuel P. Calef,
John Kenney,

450 00
1,100 00

M. H. French,
B.-F. Maxfield,
M. L. Jones,
Received of Treasurer of 1872,

500
860
500
862

A. Clough, error of interest,
Sale of State bonds,
Interest on bonds,
Insurance tax,
Railroad tax,

00
00
00
51

12.27
5,630 58
372 00

|

3°)
Lade2

Literary Money,

128 74

Savings Bank tax,

‘

00
00
00
00
00

1077 99

Merrimack County, support of paupers, 519 45
Town of Laconia, support of Rachel
Drew and child,

24 40

Jeremiah Clough, 2d, balance acc’t,
By advanced interest,
Hired of J. S. Maxfield,
Received of N. D. Clough, on note,
Ag’t D. Fernald estate, support poor,

66
4
190
819
135

53
94
00
46
50

Interestof school fund,
Hired of E. J. French,
J. D. French,

94 O7
900 00
300 00

$34,292 91

Cr.
By cash paid Town Treasurer,

$34,292 91

10
FINANCIAL STANDING OF THE Town Marcu 1, 1874.

Indebtedness.
Principal.

~ Due James S. Sanborn, 2d, on note,

Interest.

$20000

$45 00

~ 800 00
130 77

32 31
16 28:

E. A. Clough,
N. L. Sanborn,

370 00
119 00

S. K. Fernald,

300 00

7183
Al 61
=105 53

_C, E. Sanborn,
Olive Maxfield,

143 39
600 00

27 00
15 00

1,650 00

Al 25

E. P. Morrill,
J. L. Pease,

D. S. Sargent,
W. Maxfield,

318 00

Baptist Ladies’ Benevolent Society,
14 80
S. Huckins,
1,300
Moses Morse,
1,000 00
C.
S.
J.
E.

49 90

78 00
76 60
18 02
Ualoaeon
34 00

Butterfield,
Weeks, guardian,
5. Ordway,
Sanborn,

636 00
30t D9
1, 7189
200 00

J. S. Young,
J. S. Young, guardian,

1,000 00
342 60

60 00
81 20

I. S. French,

22 60

400 00

41 20

A. H. Clough,
J. A. Clough,

60 00
50 00

10 44
8 70.

J. L. Wiggin,
4 OF Eastman,

450 00
100 00

Mie ke

J. Lane,

102 30

G. H. Taylor,

1257 12

S. H. Clough,
A. Clough,

700 00
9,025 4G

42 00
met ee

W. 4H. Sanborn:

1,350 00

65 98

M. E. Clough,
A. M. Clough,
Ne Clough,
Ja. Ay Blake,
J. Clough, 2d,
H. F. Pletcher,
G. W. Fletcher,
S. Weeks,
K. G. Neal,

50
50
700
100
2,500
250
975
1,050
50

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

3 00
16
42 00
5 50
150 00
431
49 50
84 00
ek

11

Due K. C. Neal,

50 00

iti ov]

B. F. Neal,
a
ne her:

750 00
1,400 00

42 90
84 00

B. H. Kenney,

2,050 00

123 00

110 00
200 00

6 60
(aie)

2,000 00
100 00
900 00

12000
4 50

H. B. French,
S. M. Brooks,

B. H. Kenney, guardian,
J. Blake,
E. J. French,
ee,
ee ag
T. B.
A. B.

Beench,
Piicher,
French,
Sargent,

300
200
177
300

B. Cate, ouardian,
ise Weeks,
N. D. Clough,
J. D. Os sood,
de Bachelder,
M. A. Sargent,
Dyed. French,
J. Parker,
C. E. Parker,
E. S. Wales,
M. L. Jones,
‘H. D. Tilton,
S. P. Calef,
W. P. Osgood,

00
00
00
00

12 00
10 62
14 70

226 63
220
300
325
250
300
680
1,260
660
400
500
210
450
100

’

J. Kenney,

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

10 04
12 90
14 08
ae
9 00
17 00
oi 50
16 50
8 00

5 20
2 00

1,100 00

B. F. Maxfield,

860 00

J. S. Maxfield,

190 00

M. H. French,

|

500 00

Amount of Literary Money rec’d in 1873, 128 74
$39,297 73 $2,258 86
2,258 86
Amount of indebtedness,

$41,556 59

Avails of Town.
Balance in hands of Town Treasurer,
Due from Collector 1868,

$782 20
256 32

12
Due from ColHector 1871,
<<
1873,
State bonds on hand,

268
2,555
5,500
Interest due on bonds,
;
55
Due from United States, installments of bounty, 1,555
Pittsfield Bank, tax on stock,
50

Value of derrick and rope property of town,

.

17
05
00
00
00
00

168 00

Amount of avails,

$11,189 74

Indebtedness,
Avails,

$41,556 59
11,189 74

Balance,

|

$30,366 85 ©

Account of Dog Tax.

Amount on hand March 11, 1873,
Amount received of the 1873 tax,

$44 00
48 00

$92 00
JEREMIAH BLAKE,
NATHAN C. CLOUGH,
SAMUEL NEAL,

Selectmen
- of
Loudon.

We, the undersigned, having examined the Treasurer’s
and Sele¢ctmen’s Accounts, find the books systematically
kept, the items carefully entered, correctly cast, well
. vouched, and we do hereby approve of the same.
BENJAMIN CATE,
EK. H. ROBINSON,
HENRY J. OSGOOD,
Loudon, March 1, 1874.

{
svttors

REPORT
OF THE

SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE.
To the Citizens of Loudon, the S. S. Committee respect-

fully submit the following report:

We are glad to report that with one exception our schools
have been very prosperons. The several Prudential Committees have been wise enough to engage some of the best
and most experienced teachers ; several of whom will compare
favorably with any in the State. We feel especially grateful
to those teachers who are willing to continue the arduous
duties of the school-room. |
. We have endeavored to do that for the schools which
seemed to be for their highest good. We have made a few
changes in text-books, such as seemed absolutely indispensable. We deemed it best to follow, as nearly as possible,
the list of text-books used at the State Normal School. We
have introduced

Green’s

Grammar, and we

are satisfied by

the way the scholars take hold of it that it is just the book °
needed.
Grammar has been somewhat neglected by some
of our scholars, especially the boys. Let it be understood
that all are required by law to take up each study as the
committee shall direct.
We have commenced the introduction of Walton’s Practical (illustrated) Arithmetic. We hope the introduction will
~

\

14

be completed. This is a concise work and more practical
than any of the various arithmetics now in use. Let Colburn’s be the text-book for mental arithmetic.
We wish every scholar to have Payson, Dunton & Scribner’s
writing-books with printed copies, and let every teacher see
that the pupils make proper use of them, at least four times
a week.
We hope to see a more thorough use of Guyot’s Geography.
Hillard’s Readers are still in use.
Each of the authors of the above text-books havea distinct
plan of instruction, and our teachers must inform themselves
of the different methods of instruction, and adopt the wisest.

We have some classes in town in each of the above textbooks which we term model classes, and our teachers ought

to interchange visits and thus be benefitted by the experience
of each other. We have endeavored to introduce the word
method of instruction in reading «since we know it is the
correct way. We would like to explain its advantages but
we have not the space. We hope parents as well as teachers
will give it a little thought. As a general thing we need a
more thorough class drill, more oral instruction and a better
use of the blackboard.
(The best use, however, that could

be made of some of our blackboards would be to burn them,
and have some better ones in their stead.)
We have made it a rule agreeably to the law, Gen. Stat.
ch. 81, sec. 10, that there shall be no communication among
scholars during school hours.

The State Superintendent of Public Instruction has re-quested us to present to the town the subject of a change in
our present school system
by abolishing school districts. We
have no doubt it would prove an advantage when once

accomplished.

p
DISTRICT

No. 1 (white.)

Miss NellieM. Peverly, of Canterbury, teacher of summer

term.

The school made good improvement this term.

At

————

15

the closing examination most of the classes appeared well,
especially one small class in arithmetic. Many of the parents
and others were present at the closing examination, and were
highly gratified while listening to recitations from many of
the scholars. Miss P’s pupils appeared to be thorough. The
best of order was maintained at both visits. Miss P. isa
teacher of experience, and her pupils soon find out that she
will be mistress. We think this a profitable term of school.
Winter term taught by Miss Martha E. Osgood. At the
commencement we thought Miss O. to be just the teacher for
this school. ‘The classes in general appeared well, and. we
were only the more confirmed in our opinion at the close of
the school. In this school, as in nearly all schools, are a few
classes, which will not give their answers quite as readily
upon examination,

as others which have received no more

attention during the term. ‘The classes in written arithmetic
- especially deserve mention.
One class in Algebra nearly
completed the book. Also a class in mental arithmetic gave

good evidence that they had improved their time.

Map

drawing was practiced by the classes in gecgraphy ; for the
neatness and workmanlike manner in which it was executed
we think them deserving of much praise. Many of the
parents and others were present at the close, and to add to
the attractions of the occasion, several pieces of music were
indulged in, by both teacher and scholars. ‘The order was
good and we do not hesitate to pronounce it an excellent
school. Miss O. is one of our ablest and best teachers.
DISTRICT

No.

2 (yellow.)

This district was fortunate in securing the services of Mr.
F. M. McCutchins as teacher of the summer térm. ~ Mr.
McCutchins is a teacher

of some experience and readily

adapts himself to the wants of his smallest scholars ; and his
pupils soon find in him a friend as well as teacher.
This

school progressed finely under his charge. ‘The classes in
reading were thoroughly drilled in the elementary principles.

16
One class in Guyot’s geography and map-drawing made fine
appearance at the blackboard at the examination.
The
promptness in recitation and the thoroughness in class drill,
which was apparent here, are seldom seen in a school composed of small scholars like this. Mr. McCutchins deserves
to be ranked among our best instructors.
Winter term taught by Miss Adda Lake, of Deerfield.
This school was again this term thoroughly instructed in the.
principles of reading. The classes in the fourth and fifth
readers made great improvement.
We thought the other
classes had not passed over as much as some classes in other
schools ; but their lessons were well learned and the principles thoroughly understood, which, we think, is to be preferred rather than to advance far, with little or no idea of it at the

close of the school. This school is very proficient in mapdrawing. ‘The order was excellent. Miss L. has had much
experience as a teacher, and one who completely understands
her business. Many of the parents were present at the close
of the school, and we think this district more interested in
the education of their children than many others in town.
Miss Li. is one of the best of teachers.

DISTRICT No. 3 (village.)
Grammar department;

;

teacher of both terms, Mr. 8. L.

French. It is unnecessary for us to repeat what has already
been said in a previous report of this teacher and school. We
will not stop to particularize each class, for nearly all have
excelled.
Mr. French has devised a method of teaching
grammar which brought up the grammar classes wonderfully

during the last two terms. We regret to learn that two
scholars left the school because they were required by the
committee and teachers to study grammar.
We have become thoroughly convinced of the superior advantages of Mr.
French’s method of instruction.

experience

and

unyielding

Natural

adaptation, long

perseverance

has given us a

17

teacher of whom we have reason to be proud. Long may
he be continued to do the important work he does so well.
Primary department.
Both terms of this school were
taught by Mrs. Charles Staniels, an experienced teacher,
just suited to a primary department like this. The order of
both terms was quite good.
At the close of the summer
term we listened to a variety of exercises in which the children seemed much interested. A little more thorough drill in
spelling was desirable.
Other classes made good improvement.
At the close of the fall term’ we had much to admire
and praise and little to censure. This teacher made a partial
trial of the word method and succeeded admirably.
A class
of beginners were able to read nicely in the second reader.
The improvement in each class in reading was good. The
pauses were well heeded. The deficiencies in spelling during
the summer term were fully made np in this term.
We can
also speak well of the arithmetic classes; we had hoped,
however, to have seen more of the scholars complete the

multiplication table. Mrs. Staniels’ labors were duly appreciated by the parents and we think she deserves their gratitude.
DISTRICT No. 4 (Clough Mill.)
Miss Anna M. Wheeler, teacher of both terms.
‘This is
the third term that Miss Wheeler has taught this school with
excellent success.
The summer term was a profitable term,

but we will speak more
There

was

particularly of the winter

a good degree

improvement was manifest.
spelling

was

not neglected.

of interest in writing

term.

and the

We were glad to notice that
The reading classes did

particularly excel ; yet good improvement was made.
think the complete adoption of the word

not

We

method in primary

classes would add very much to the success of any teacher.
The arithmetic classes did finely. Let all who wish to see
the advantage of Guyot’s method of learning geography,
visit Miss W’s school.

Her success is due to the fact that

1s

she has first learned the design of the author and then carried
it out with energy.
The examination was made very interesting by declamations, recitations
and dialogues, interspersed
with singing. A goodly number of the parents and friends
were present to enjoy the occasion ; some of whom expressed
their sincere gratitude and appreciation of the efforts of this
teacher, a tribute justly due any competent person who is
willing to faithfully discharge the duties of a teacher.
DISTRICT No. 5 (brown.)
This district was very fortunate in securing the services of
Mrs. Hannah K. Clough, as teacher of both terms.

At the

close of the summer term the pupils showed that their time
had been well improved.
Nearly all the classes. appeared
well. One in geography made great improvement ; also the
classes in arithmetic deserve a word of praise. In writing
we have seldom witnessed such improvement as was made in
this school.
In the winter term that same interest, which
was apparent to all in the summer, was also more prominent
this term. The classes were thoroughly disciplined. One
class in Guyot’s geography completed the book in a term of
thirteen weeks.
Others did nearly as well. The order was
very good. Parents as well as teacher and pupils were much ~
‘interested, which added

much to the success

of this school.

Mrs. ©. is a teacher of great experience in school teaching,
and deserves to be ranked with our’best teachers. Mrs. C.
instructs her pupils thoroughly in the principles, which is of
much more value than long rules: which will soon be forgotten.
DISTRICT
No. 6 (Lower Ridge.)
Miss Emma A. Small, teacher. This teacher has a very
quiet way of managing a school. A little more energy
would serve to excite the enthusiasm of her pupils. The
order was good and each class made .good improvement.
This school does not possess a great amount of ability, hence
it is somewhat difficult to arouse the energies of the scholars.

19

The examination

consisted

- especial preparation.

of the usual recitations with no

‘The committee was the only visitor

present.

|

The winter term was taught by “Mr. Carter EK. Cate.

In

this school are some good scholars, but, taken as a whole,
this school is not so far advanced as some others in town.

At the commencement of the school we thought some of the
scholars were rather backward. At the close in many classes
a good gain was manifest, and in all, as much
and perhaps
more—improvement was made, than we expected at our first
visit. One class in algebra did well. Also a class in analysis; and one in geography.
Others might be mentioned.
If a few of the scholars had spoken a little louder, it would
have added much to the appearance of the school.
Mr. C.
is a teacher of some experience, and should be classed with
our. best.
Excellent order was maintained, and we learn
that Mr. C. has given better satisfaction in the district than

any other teacher who has been employed for several terms.
DISTRICT

No.

7 (Aoorse.).

Summer term instructed by Miss Nellie F. Whittemore.
Miss W. is a teacher of some experience, is kind, and agreeable. The order was good. The several classes appeared
well. If we were to criticise we should say that the scholars
were allowed to expect rather too much aid from their teacher
in recitation.
This fact, however, shows the earnestness of

of the teacher to aid her pupils. At the close we were well
pleased with the exercises. We consider this term ° quite
successful.
Winter term taught by Mr. ©. R. Parsons. Mr. Parsons
came to us with recommendations from the committees of

other towns as a teacher and we hoped he would be successful here. It may not be proper for us to assign the causes of
this partial failure, but we will mention a few.

Some of the

oldest boys were wayward, indifferent and disrespectful to
the requirements of the teacher, causing him, the committee
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and all concerned very much trouble. besides injuring themselves most of all.

The teacher did not commence with that

systematic discipline neccessary for a difficult school.

Under

these cirenmstances there was much ‘vexation to the teacher
and a great loss to the scholars.
Owing to these trials the

school was abruptly closed.
DISTRICT

No. 8 ( Osborne.)

Summer term, teacher, Miss

Abbie F. Sargent, of Pitts-

field. In this school good improvement was made this term,
considering the length of the term, not being in session but
six weeks.
Most of the classes in arithmetic appeared
nicely upon examination.
‘Those in reading and spelling
did well. One class in Guyot’s geography showed that they
had not wasted much of their time. Good order was manifest
and harmony seemed

to exist between

teacher

and pupils,

without which success is impossible.
Winter term,

teacher, Miss Rosa I. Katon,

of Pittsfield.

Miss KE. is a teacher of considerable experience, but labored
under some disadvantages this term.
At the close of this
school we thought fair improvement had béen made.
One
class in grémmar passed a very good examination.
Also
one class-in small geography did very well. Order, good.
More energy on the part of ssome of our teachers, and much

more ¢nteres among parents is essential for the advancement
of* some of eur schools. When scholars are allowed to be
from one fourth hour'to tne hour and a half tardy, much of
the time, beside many days which they are necessarily absent
at this season of the year, the best of improvement cannot
be expected.
DISTRICT

No.

9 (Aiil.)

Teacher, summer term, Miss M. Lizzie Whittemore, who
is an experienced teacher.
not possess

a great amount

This is a small
of talent.

cessfully managed by Miss W.

school

and does

This term was suc-

The classes in reading made

21

excellent improvement. The pupils read distinctly and noticed
_ carefully the pauses.
Miss Whittemore excels in teaching
reading. All the other branches received their proper share
of attention and made good improvement.
Winter term, taught by Miss May L. Morrill. Again the
Prudential Committee was both wise and fortunate in the
selection of a teacher. This teacher has taught in the
gaammar schools of Massachusetts and elsewhere.
Miss
Morrill understands most of the improved methods of instruction and applies them to good advantage. The various classes
received a thorough drill. At the close of this term as well
as the summer

term,

the children

had

declamations

and

recitations.
DISTRICT

No. 10 (Loudon Road.)

Summer term, taught by Miss Emma B. Merrill, of
Pittsfield. This school is small, and composed mostly of
small scholars, and owing to the spreading of the whoopingcough in the school nearly every scholar was absent some
part of the term, consequently that improvement was not
made which we should have expected had. it been otherwise.
But under the circumstances as much was learned as we
had reason to expect.
One class in geography answered
questions promptly.
A class in grammar made a good appearance.
Miss M., with a little more experience, will
become an excellent teacher.

The winter term was under the charge of Mr. Edwin C.
Goodwin, of Boston, Mass. This was Mr. G’s first. attempt |
at school teaching, and in this he met with

a fair degree of

success.
At the closing examination we thought a little
more attention paid to reading might have been beneficial to
the school.

Upon

examination

the other classes,

with but

few exceptions, gave evidence that they had thoroughly committed one thing before they passed to another.
Mr.
needs only a little experience to fit him

for a larger ik

22
Order was good, and we are sorry that one of the largest
scholars should leave the school rather than obey orders. —

DISTRICT No. 11 (WN. Dover.)
_ Miss Mary Page, of: Pittsfield, teacher.
At the commencement of this term we thought the school under poor
discipline. We think it the noisest school we ever visited.
The scholars seemed to have (or rather to take) the liberty
of doing as they pleased.
Some suggestions were made to
the teacher and we hoped to find at the close of the school a
change for the better, but at the close we were unable to
attend. From those living in the district we learn that it
progressed during the terra as it began.
Winter term taught by Miss Ella F. Chesley, of Epsom.
At our visit near the middle of the term we thought that
things were progressing finely. The classes had advanced
- farther than we expected considering the time which the
school had been in session.
The classes in arithmetic gave
good evidence by examples performed upon the blackboard,
that they thoroughly understood the principles therein. The
order was much better than at the previous term, although it
was not as good as we would like to: have seen.
Of the
close of the school we were not notified in season to attend.
This school needs encouragement more than any other that
has come under our observation.
The committee should
secure the service
this district.

s, if possible,

DISTRICT

No.

of a first class teacher in

12 (Upper fidge.)

One term of fourteen weeks instructed

Whittemore.

by Miss Lizzie

Although this school consisted

of only six

pupils yet nearly the whole afternoon at the close was occupied by their excellent recitations.
We saw much to admire
in this school and little to censure.
It was a pleasure to us
to notice’ that the parents appreciated and acknowledged the

worth of this teacher.

A class in the first reader made rapid
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improvement, reading and spelling with fluency.

The prin-

ciples were well understood and explained.
Thus we might
speak of each class but it is unnecessary to say more of the
kindly instruction -of this teacher.
We find rare talent in
this school; may it be so cultivated as to make the world
feel its influence.
DISTRICT
*

No.

13 ( Cate. )

Teacher, summer term, Miss Eleanor Cutchins.

This term

of school was short, yet a fair degree of improvement was
made.
‘The interest was hardly equal to that of a previous
term taught by Miss Cutchins in this district.
Winter term, Mr. Clarence L. Clough, teacher.

The

. discipline of this school appeared to be good during school
hours.

‘The different classes made gradual improvement.

WILLIAM W. CATE,
WARREN P. OSGOOD,
MOSES E. STEVENS,
Loudon, Feb. 28, 1874.

Superintending
School
Committee.
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